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| Certaine Politions, (oncerning 


4 true viſble Cuvrxcn, 


+2 His our Evgliſh word 
Woes | 10S (hnch,through cuſtome 
MO BATS of [peech, is commonly 
| 1-00 uſed for the T emp/e, or 
& place where people 
ao» con togcther for the 
worſhip of God ; bur they rhar are any 
thing exctciſed in Religion, know, that ir 
alſo Ggnifieth the People which gather ro- 
gether for. divine ſervice, and this is the 
firſt and. proper meaning of the word 
Church, as it is uſed 1 exprefſe the origi- 
nall Scripture termes, Kahal & Eccleſia... 
A 2 _ 2 This 


4 Certaine Poſitions, concerning 


2 This name Charch, wee Engliſhmen 
(which came of the Saxons) have received 
from the Saxon, German, | and Dutch 
names, Cyric, Kirich, Kerck,; wheiby thoſe 
nations now,doc uſually, calltheic T emples, 

\ or mecting-places': but the people which 
come together in them, they call the Ge. 
meine, and the Gemeinte, that isto ſzy , the 
Communia'ty ; and we in our firſt Engliſh 
Bibles, called it the Congregation, 

3 As all Rcligion * 4. out of ho- 
ly Scriptures, ſo the name and doctrine of 
the Chuch, is from thence to be deduced ; 
and there the (hurch is called in Hebrew 

« Deut. 5.22. 4 Kabhal, or b Kebillah, which hignifieth, 
+ Deut. 33-4- 4 Convocation, or e4ſſembly of people, and 
> Ng. Gneaab, that is to ſay, a (orgregation ; in 
4 Matr6.8. Greeke it is named d Eccleja, that is in 
ARQs 7.3% like maner a( onvocation, or people called 
ole. 2.0. forth to anaſſembly ; and ſometime e. 5y- 
oa as nagogite,that is a (ongregation : which word 
On: 1 "008 uſed for the f placc whercin the 

124, Bnod 26, people allembled, | 
Fees. |, * 4 The Hebrew word Kabalis diverlly 
AQs18, 7 uſed; ſomtimes'more generally for agreat 
5 rond5*17 of univerſal multicade,as g of nations,and 
þ Gen. 48. 4. h of peoples; ſometimes more particularly 
Ezck. 23:24: for at) allembly of one Nation,as of # the 


n Exod.1 2,6, 
Iſraclites ; ſometimes for apart of them 
as 


-.* 4 true vifible Church. . © 5 
as 4. the Elders and Governours ;. or ſorge & ! Cito.r3. 
| of the Tribes of Iſrael] apart ;. or ſome ning 
; jv of all the Tribes, even » men, women ,* ©": x 
and children : and indifferently for any aſe 4: Chro. 26 
ſembly,and this not onely of 0 Gods peo- 7 chio.js 
ple, but of p Heathens'alſo and Infidels, 20-13-25- 
5. Likewiſe the Greek: word Eccleſsa is |, bong", 
of alarge extent and Ggnification; uſed for Ag - 
ſometime q the Church generally ; ſome- he 
times for a 7 particular Church or Con: ? *pbt% 5+ 
pregationina citic ; ſumetimes more pats Heb.12.23- 
ticularly in.a's houſe or familie; ſome; ! Jn 6 5: 
times (in the Greek verſion of the old Tes » Cor.n6-19. 
ſtament ),for an allemblie z of Gover- (date, || 
nours, or company #« of Prophers,or Con- 3+ &c: . 
gregation of the x people : and finally, fog » pal. 205. 
Jy any, allembly lawfull or ,unlawfull ,:of qe RE 
g00d men or of z evill. _ Tos a. 6A 
6, Theſe words thus penerall ; are in 39:4" 
more ſpeciall ſorr, both F the Scriptures, Ci, 26.4 
and by-uſe of ſpeech among all religious 
people, reſtrained and applied to ſuch Af. 
ſemblics and, Congregations, as are called 
and gathered: for divine ex2rciſes : and 
ſo our Engliſh nawe of Church js atrribured 
eculiarly ro ſpirituall or religious Aſſem- 
Llies, called Eceleſfiaſlicall, and nor ro any 
other Afſemblics Civill oc Political), 
7 Of Religious or Eccleſjaſticell Af. 
| A 3 ſemblies 


4 Rom. 1.2g+ 


6 CertainePoſitions,concerning 
ſemblies generally conſidered, theje are 
many ſorts in the world, all diſallowed of 


God, fave one ſort onely- which hee ac. 


knowledged to bee his, and hath ſepara» 
ted ro himſelfe from all theireſt, -. 7 

8 The many falſe forts may be reduced 
unco foure : 1 The Aſſemblies of Pagans, 
ot Heathen people, which profelle ſome 
god, pods, of goddeſſes, whom they doe 
worſhip ignorai#ly, having a changed the 
reuth of God into a lie, and 10 ſerving 
creatures, not (in deed) the Creator , 
which is bleſſed For eyer, Amen: 2 The 
Aſſemblies of [ewes , who profeſſe the 


_true God ( afrer a ſoit ) and allow the 


6 Alkoran. 


e Azonr 4. 


writings of 4Zoſes and the Prophets, but 
abhorre Chriſt: Jeſus our Saviour, and 
reject the new Teſtament, 3 The Al- 
ſemblies of « Mahometifts , as Perſtans, 
Tutkes, Moores,8&c. W hich profefle alſo 
aftec their manner,that 6 one true God of 
whom Aofes and the Prophets wrote, and 
ackowlcdge c Chriſt to be a Prophet ſent 


CR + of God, yea and the breath or ſpirit of 


d Azoar, i2, 
c 


«4 Az0.19.20 


God, yet beleeve they not that he is 4 God, 
or the e Sonne of God, or Saviour of the 
world, but follow the lies and fables of 
their falſe Prophet 4abomer, 4 Final- 
ly, the Church or Aﬀcmblics &f fuſe Chii- 


1ant, 


Ul 


a true vifeble Churchs 7” 

fliant, which profeſſe:God, and his ſonne' 
Chriſt, into whoſe Name they are Bapti-- 
ſed ; but by their works doe deny him;and 
by their errors and hereſtes, do overthrow. ' 
thetruth of Religion, | 

9: The firſtthcee ſorts, Pagans, Jewer, 
and Mahometifts, becauſe of their fo open' 
and manifeſt deniall of Chrift and: ſalvati- 
on by him , are generally of Chriſtiausre- 
pured as no {burches ; the latter are repu-' 
redo true but falſe ('hurcher, and fo alfo- - 
doe they eſteeme of true Chriſtiahs, and 
one of another, Hereupon' is continnall 
controverlie between true and falſe Qhri- 
ſtiavs, which js the true Chutch, and how - 
iemay be knowne. | 

10 To helpe the weake and doubtfull 
inthis caſe, I will ſorruly and plainely, as 
by the grace of God I can,gefſcribe the true 
Church, which in holy Scriprures is cal- 
led, the f Congregation and (, burch of God, | yqche x 1.4; 
conlilting of godly and holy people na- 1 Tims 3444 
med pg Saints ; oppoſed to the wicked or. | ny 
h malignant Churches, the 5 Synagogaes of 249: 7: 


þ Plal:2 6:5, 
Satan, , Bagh. 
» _ k I Pet. 2- 9s 
11 Thetrne Church is apeople k cal [ 2 Theſ. 2.44 


led of God by ! the Goſpel , ms from the » John 17.6 
world, unto the » Communion or fellow- i 51g 
ſhip of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, in whom they 

A 4 are 


F Fd A Cor. 2-10, 


8 Certaing Poſitions, concgruing 


onphel. ZeAlso are 9 coupled and builc roget r,to be the | 


23" habitation of Godby the {piris.- 
12 The Church is ſaid ro be a people, 


p 1 Petet- 9- n ation, or generation, becaule itconlitterh + 


of many —— of a multitude little or 
gceat : forthougha particular Chriſtian is 
called, and of the Church, yer no one man 
. is a church or congregation, 
q Epbeſ.e, '- 13 Itis 4people called; q becauſe every 
55  concowſeoraſlembly is notatrueChurch: 
none of themſelves can come unto this 
e Rom. 9. 1. Eſjate » unlefſe they be r called , or drawne 
oO. thereunto : and. they are ſaid to be called 
' Joh. 6.44. of Ggd ; becauſe hee $5 onely calleth and 
+ 2 Tim. 1.9. draweth men unto Chriſt with a s holy 
. #AR.2.47. calling; and addeth them « to his Church; 
& 2 Chro. 30+ ——— 
6. 10 12. X 0Q humane power or authoririe js able 
Rom. 8. 30. to doe it. 
x, 2:Theſ.z, 14 The Goſpel & noted to bee the 
14+ | meanes of our calling, he maketh knowne 
# 2 Car. 5, Unto his people outwardly by his 4 word 
. A_ b ſpoken and c written, and inwardly by 
eJob.:0-31- d his holy ſpirit ; andihus the Church are 
- 55-50 off + the taught of God, | 
1 5. Theeltate out of which the Chuich 
is called, is ſaid to be out of or from che- 
f Job.15.19. f world; wherebyjis meant; firſtSater the 
ad 17: 6:9* 5 Prince of this world, from whole power 


Ohet 2.31» 
$38: 16.16; they are 4 turned umto God ; Secondly,the 


12s 
p—__ 


wicked 


- 
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ks 
a 


ah. 


a true viible Church. 9 
wicked people: of rhe world, called the | 
$ children of the Dewill, fr om whole com- i Joh: z+ 16- 
munion and fellowſhip & in their religion 4 rx0.44.1 5. 
and all other wicked aftions, yre muſt be F'95: 15 % 
. 36. Pſal. 16. 4+ 
ſeparated;chirdly,the corruption of nature Eph. ;. x1. 
in our.ſelvcs, the luſt of the fleſh, the Juſt * 05-617: 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, / all which! 1 Job.2.16, 
are of the yyorld,. and which wee muſt » Rom. 7.15. 
m hate, and' #3 crucifie,and ſo turne and be- Jo 25: h 
come 0 like litle children,even born again, 9 Mar. 14-4» 
that we-may ſee the-kingdome of God, * wk 
16 The eſtate whereunto God calleth 
his Church in this life, is generally 'q to the $00 gs 
(ommunion ( or tcllowſhip) of hu ſon /eſics 
Chriſt, as being tþeir onely mediatour and 
$aviour,the Prophet, Prictt and King of the 
Church; which they beleeving and pro- 


h 


| feflivg, are alſo made paitakers ( in a pro- 


portion and in their mcaſure)ofthetethree 

offices with him. | 
17 Jeſus Chriſt is the » Prophet raiſed » Devr. 18, + 

vp of God unto his people, roce2ch them aa,z.;4.:6. 

all chat God commanded him : which alſ9 | 

he did, both by 5 himſelfe, and by the Mini- So 245. * 

ftery of his.ſervants r ſent of him, And as « Job.: 3.20. 

# all the treaſures of wildome and know-, cg, x3. 

[:dge are hid in him, fo him the Church 

muſt x heare, for all y heavenly wiſdome «Math. 17.c, 


and 6 68. 
evcry Revs. 145+ 


and knowledge is to be learned of himzand 7 Job-3. 03. 


- 9, ov —o<t VE Ine SES a _—_— _ 
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ry 1 Pet. 4.11- 


To Certaine Poſitions, concerning 


every perſon which ſhall not hear this Pro» 
& 44.3.23.. pher , z ſhall bee dceftroied our of the 


. people. 


18 This Propheticall office of Chriſt, ( 


. he hath communicated with the church;by 
«Pal147.19: giving 4 to the ſame his word for thcir ins 
ia.; 9.21, \{truction and comfort, and b grafring the 
binlf#. fame within them. His fpirie alſo as an 
e 1 Joh-2. c Anointing,to teach them all things; giving 


d EpkeC. 4.8, 4 gifrsallo or miniſters, to open and apply 


q- the ſame unto their ſoules, likewiſe power 
22, * andfreedomebyewitnes f profeſſion and 


_— 1% © g practice, to þ hold forth that word.of 
£ Matb,28. life as lights inthe world:therby to preach 


205. 
h hil. 2. . 
; "gs and build up one another daily therein; to 


S PR» provoke untolove and to good yorks;to Þ 


1 Heb.10.24+ yy admoniſh and n reprehend for evill and 


- whRom.,15.14 


» Lev, 19.19, iniquity ; to. o forgive and p comfort one 


e Luk. 17. 3- another in the bowels of Chciſt; whoſe þ 


Thel. 4+ A 
ah + word therefore all ovghr to labour that it 


4 Col. 3.16. May 9 dycll plenteouſly in them ; thatif 
| ary man ſpeake, it may be as the y words 
of God. 

19 ſcſ{usthe Sonne of God, is alſo the 


Rem, 5. 19. Church; by whoſe obcdiencesand ſacrifice 


my eb. 19.5. or oblation of « his own body and blood, Þ 
@1 Joh. 1.7. the Church is cleanſed « from all fin, and ÞÞ: 


Xx ICccon- 


unto others the faith of Chriſt,to k edifis | 


1 Hebe4- 14. 5 great high Prieft or Sacrificer of the | 


4 true vifible Church. * 11 


+ |; reconciled ro. God; by whoſe interceſ- » Rom,s, 10. 
e ſjonthe Church, withthe holy ations and - > 
blations of the ſame, are y accepted of JP: 7: 2% 
cod, and made heires of. bleſli vg. and 1 341 Fo 
20 And this his Prieſtly office, is fo —_— 
parted to his Church, as they have nor 
ly intereſt in his z death and ſufferings 214. ;.s. 
whereby they are reconciledro God, bur 39-5: 3-10, 
loare themſelves made 4 a ho!y prie/thood, 4.; Fe, 2-5, 
o offer up ſpirituall ſacrifices acceptable ro 
od by him:-giving up b their own bodies ; pom, 12.1, 
living ſacrifice; c mortifying their mems ; "3 
fs which are on earth, and'4 crucifying «Gal.y,24. 
eflcſh with the affeRtions andlaſts , offe- 
inp up 'e- contrite and broken hearts, with 9 F557: 174 
lacrifices of confeſſion to his name, and f Heb. 13.15, 
ryingnor-onely every manfor-himſelfe , 
g one for another, þ' doing and diſtri. ERITD ' 
img to the necellities' of the Saints, | 
fling affliction for the Geſpell; and fi- * > Tim-3+ 
t fully, if they be called thereante, powiing 
f ot cheic foules vnto & death for the'4 Heb.12. 4, 
s ths ſake; Tug 
21 The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is alſo the Is 4 
 Ipovernonr and m King over Sion Gods - ras om 
e foly mount, and fitreth at his Fathers right - "LEN 
e fund and # reigneth till all his enemies de). hangs hi 
» Mide his footitool, being 0 a King, judoe , olfa x3, 22» 
| 


IP | : 4; þ Math, 2% 
d /awgiver to his peopie, p commanding {,, 


and 


12 Certaine Poſitions, concerning. 
- and ruling them by his word and ſpirit, 
qPal.yz. g judging them in juſtice and equirie, pre- 
; lerving and defending them by his power, 


« 19-10-38: x from all their. enemies. _ . 
Rev.19.1t- | 22 Andthis his kingly pflicc he ſo com- 
municateth with his Church,as they are by 

; him preſerved and defended from all ad- 

verſarie power; ficed fromthe dominion 

« Row. 6.14. 4 Of {in,and tyrannic of b Satan, from ſubs 
Af nora jection to c the wotld,and fervitude dunto 
51. Joh-5.4. men : and reſtored to the joy full libertie of 


«1 CXH.7-23 thechildren of God , e the world and all 


el Cor, 3022 ,_ as : 

thiogs in it made theirs : thar howlgever 
# they have ſtill ro f combate with the de- 
"Eph. 6. 152 Vill,2O g wraſtle againſt principalities and 


þ Joh. 15 I9 


and 16,32. the world;:and to watre with the ficſhly|. 


#1 Pet, 2,1, liſts 5 which hghe againſt the ſou]; yet nei- 
k Rom,s. z8 ther & death , nor life , nor Angels, nor 
9: ' principalities,nor powers, nor things pt. 
ſent, nor things co. come, nor height, nor 

; | depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able 

' to ſeparate them from the loye;' of God 
which'is in. Chciſt Jeſus our Lord ; who 

7 Reef 6: 'hath / made them Kings and Prietts unto 


# Rev. 5..c, God even his Father, and they ſhal wreign | 


; powers 3 toſuffer -þ hatred and aftlitionof| 


en the carth; till having ſerved here-their 
» 2 Tim.2.12 time, they come to # reigne with him in 


Jon. (7.24 . 50D : 
i Chl, 4+ 27, elory in the heavens for ever. 


32 Unto 


0 
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23 Unto the participation of theſe 


* [promiſes and heavenly graces, are 0 all « Met. 28.19 


0 Rom:16, 26z 


people provoked by the Goſpell preachec; 
and ſuch as obey the calling of God, and 
come unto Chriſt, are united to him their 
head and mediator, from whom-proceed- 
ah the juſtification and ſenfificarion of the 
Church, 

2 4 fuſtification is the partaking of Chiiſts 
p juſtice or rightcouſneſſe, in his fulkiling 
and obeying q the Jaw of God, and dil- g Rem.,.15; 
charging r all our debts and treſpalſles by ET 
his death 3 ſo freeing us s from the cutle, « Gul 3. .0S: 
and ſetring us in full favour # with Godand uu 1G 
mder his « bleſſing : which righteouſnes = Gilsz: 9914 
'of Chriſts, is fully made ours, and impured 
to us x by faith for onr juſtification. — 

25 Santlification js the pattaking of 25. 
Chriſts holineſle , by being y grafted with 7 es Lack 


{him ro-the fimilicade of his death and re- 


lurretiqn z whereby the Corruption of na- 

ture or 7 old man in us, becommeth cru- % 1-6... 
dhed and 4 butied with him, and the 6 new «.vul. 4: 
man or image of God is put on and renc w- 9. 4. 
ed dai ly in # holy converſation. Col. z- tos 

+ 26 Hitherto of the Chuiches-union and -- 


communion with Chriſt her head: nuw 


{ followeth the union of the Churches mem- 


ders, one with another: which is their 
ce coupling 


I4 Certaine Poſitions, concerning 


e Eph.2.:r. © coupling rogether as one body by. the | - 


Row. 12.4:5. Communion of one and the ſame d ipitir 
e f Cir. IZ+ \ , 
4: $,9- it, and love. £4 


= Lo 27 The union of the members one with 
15-16. another is to be conlidered generally oc to. 


rally; and patticularly. Generally, as the 

Church is called ansyerſalor catholich com> 

« Eph. 3.15, Prehending the # whole family of Godin 
bubet5-9+ heavenand in earth, andthe 6 fraternity or- 
brotherhood of all Chriſtians which are in 

eEph- 4-5- . the world;in whom there is but one faith, 
«41 Cor. 8.6, in d one and the ſame God by that one Lord 
_m ++ Teſus Chriſt, through one ſpirir. Thus 
Eph.2-18- & hive they all one Farther, which is God;one 
£1,426. 6 mother, Jeruſaler, which is above,and by 
. the mediation of Chriſt are all made 
f Joh-17-2t f one, baptized by one ſpirit into g. one bo. 


die, and all made to drinke into one ſpirit, | 


28 More particularly, they that are cal- 
lcd of God, and members of the Church 
univerſal,are united and gathered into mas 

q cor.14.14 nie g Churches or congregations, in þ ſe+ 
Po 2 41.44 verallcitics and countries ; everie of which 
47% ®5-13- Churches being « joined regether in the 
aw profeſſion and practice of the Goſpellof 
ki Cor. 5.4 Chriſt, have his & power and / preſence 


Mat. 18,20 . & : 
6 with them,and is to convene or come m0 


20.33% 4.5 gerher in one, for the worſhip of God, and , 


performance of publike'duries. 


29 What- 


pl 


-— 
CEN 


.. @ true viſible Church. Is, 


.. 29 Whatſoever promiſe or bleſſing of ? 
God, is beltowed on the Church on earth | 
generally confidered : the ſame may beap- . 


| prehended and injoied by, every particular - 
| Church, (though not in like meaſure by . 


all: ) as the q promiſes generall,and exam- | 
ples particular of rhe Church r io Corinth, | AperSoe— 54 


M A . Iſa- 4:4. 
ad others mentioned in the Scripture, do , ot 


; confirme. Mm 23, and Is 7+ 


30 The Teſtament of Chriſt ſheweth got ;/ 
us no Provinciall, Nationall, Emperiall,or 
other like Church, having ſeverall meet- 
ings or allemblics,and ſpeciall Paſtors over ' 
the fame : neither ſince the Apoſtles, Pro- 
phers and Evangeliſts were taken from this 
yorld, are there any other lay full Biſhops 
or Church-governours, than Biſhops or 


! 
{JOvec-ſeers 5 of the particular Churches Ja Ataou 


ncither ever was there other lawfull Head, 

Lord, or Lords ſpirunall , of the. Church, | 
then 2 Jeſus Chriſt alone, | Fenway 
31 Untothe Church are tobe admirted, and: 2,5. 

all unto whom the covenant and promile 
of God doth appercain; and they are ſo ma» 
ny 4 asthe Lord our God ſhall call; and all « 48. 2. ;y 


thoſe are called(inthe judgement of man,) 


. |Vhich having 6 heard the word of God,do 5Row.to,r7, 


Eph,1.n;. 


Wy >ragny repentance from dead works and , \@q","'s 
ath in God, by Jcſus Chriſt the alone 444048. 37- 


Saviour 


16 Certain Prſitions, concerning 


4 Exod,19, Saviour of the world , ' and promiſe d 0. 
3 Chro.34.3x PESIENCE tO the word, thorow the: holy 
Luc: 117. Ghoſtthe ſanRifier of the Ele. Such of 
Joh-2-26- all ſorts'and eſtates of people in the 
Mich. 5.4 world, are with their f ſeed ro bee recei- 
£ mg ved into, and nouriſhed in the Church, 
Andie their ignorance being holpen by g inſtru 
© 16.  Qion, their weaknetle þ borne by lenity, 
þ Rom.15-1 their faulrs corrected 5 with love and 
i 2 Gal, 6.1. meeknelſe, and their feeble conſciences 
7 es k comforted with the promiſe of God, 
14% __ 32 Outof the Church are / all ſuchto 
1 eer3e7 rs be kept, as are prophane , worldly , ard 
&c. wicked, untill they be called of God unto 
Ne: 3'+ 2», Tepentance, and faith in his promiſe : for 
& 2 2.15, every Church rightly coniticuted, mult 


Jeer5-39-  conliit of faithfull and holy perſons. Our rea- 


wMat.13.17% ſons are theſe, 1 The Scriptures mw cve» 


nenrt”* ry where ſo teach, 2 All wicked menare 
Tir. 3.19- forbidden expreflely. by » the - word of 
> Job-27 20. God, from medling with his Covenant, ot 
& c. Ordinances. 3 They have not Chiiſt for 


5 1 Cor.14. Their head, o and therefore cannor bee of 


36, bis body. 4 The godly and wicked are |j 


contrarics, guided and led by different cau- 
ſes : now twotontratiesare not capable of 
one andthe ſame forme, 5 Onely faith- 


| Full men worſhip God ariﬀh, pleaſe him,” 


' are accepted of him, and have right to the 
| copenant 


— 
=—_ 
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Covenant of grace and ſeales thereof. 

33 The ocdinary officers, perpetually. 

| | belonging to all crrue Churches, Are Pa- Gal, 5, 14, 

| | ſtors,'l eachers, Elders, Deacons, & Helpers, > 
|. The eletion and ordination of them 

mult bee maae by the free choiſe of the 
fcongregation of which they are members f atss & 
& wherein they are to adminiſter. And this [4,73 5- 
is cleare, 1 Becauſe the e4poſiles g who 2 Cor,s. ig, 
onely raught Chriſts commandememts, ſo Sep 
eſtabliſhed the primitive Churches, 2 The 6: 2: 3: 4: 


Ti .* $20 | 
people amongit whom they have beene 4. 5. oP 


converſant can beſt judge of their ftneſle, 


| bothin reſpect of theit perſons and fami; 


lies. 3 Itfurtherech much rhe diligence 
and faithfulnes of the Migiſter, that they 


| whoſe Miniſter hee is, have freely choſen 


him, as unto whom, under Chuiiſt, they 
comic the moſt precious trealure of their -: 
ſoule: as alſo ir bindes the people to grea- 
ter love and conſcience of obedicace of 
him and his Miniſtery, whom themſelves 
have made choice of, 4+ The Chuich be- 
ing a moſt free corporation, ſpirituall un» 
dr Chriſt the Lord, is in all :teaſon and e- 
quity to chuſe her Miniſters and fervants 
under him, unto whom al{o,ſhe isro give 
yages for their {crvice and labour, 


34 The Paftor muſt bee apt torcacth, 
B a 80 


| 18 Certaine Poſitions, concerning 
« 1 Tim.3.1- 4 no yong {choler,able ro divide the word 


6 zTim.2.15 aright; 6 hee muſt bee a man that loveth 
eTit. 1:9. © g0odnes;che muſt be wile, righreous, holy, 


remperate ; he mult be of life unreprovea, 


> Tim. 4. ble, as Gads ſteward; dhe mult be generally 
' 27" wellreported of, & one thatrulerh his own 
houſhold under - obedience with all hone- 

- Num,12* ſty; he muſt be modeſt, e humble, mecke, 
Eſa,50-4. 5.6 gentle, 6 loving ; he muſt be aman of great 
ns IIa ed diligence: 
ecd the ſheep of Chriſt in green & whol- 

ſome paſtures of the word: pray for them, 
ſcale upto them the promiſes of God by 


the Sacraments: he muſt alwaies be careful | 


and watchful over the flock of Chriſt,de- 
Plal, 23. fend it from ravmous beaſts,f & the wolf, 


evit.10.10- and take the little Foxes: diſcerne mens di- 


= tl. ad apply the word according toe: 


Sorg. 2- 15+ yery difcaſe, and everytime & occurrent: 
And theſe things he muſt doe with all wil- 
lingnes and cheerefulnes, not holding his 
office in reſpet of perſons, but doing his 
duty to every ſoule, as he will anſwer be- 
foce the chiefe Shepheard, &c. 


lu 


pa” 
— 


tr Timz- 35 The Doftor or | Teacher muſt bee a (lift 
_ man apt to teach, mighty in the Scriptures, |bil 


Tit, 1.chap. f 
2 Sam. 2-15-able to convince the gainſayers: He mult 


Cor. 1.17. 
% wy 7* beoflife a 56 Y one that can go+ 


FO +11.  yerne his ownhouſhold, hee muſt bee of 


n manners 


vek 
3; 
lom,1 


_ 
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{ [manners fober, temperate, modeſt; pentle, 

1 [and loving: He mult take diligent heed ro 

s | keepe the Church from errors : preſerve 
|knowlede, build npen the rock (which is 

y | Jeſus Chriſt) gold , filver, and precious Marh.z,s. 

n_|ſtones, that his worke may endure the tri- bro 

+ [all of the fire,andby the light of the. ſame 1 Cor. i, 17. 

» | fire, reveale the timber;hay, and ſtubble of x, 34 16 

it |falſe Teachers : And further, hee muſt de- 

: [liver his doctrine pure, ſound and plaine, 

[- |not- with curioſity or affteQtation, but ſo! 

1, |that it may edifice the moſt ſimple; appro- 

y |ring it to every mans conſcience, that the 

ul |Church may increaſe with the increaſing 

= jof God,and grow up unto him, Which is 

f, [the head Chriſt Jeſus. | FE 

i- | 36 That this is an Office different from 

e* [that of the Paſtor, is manifeſt by thiefe rea- 

tz ſons. 1 The Apoſtle doth (o diſtingaiſtk 

|- jhem one from anorher, Rowit2. 76S. E- | 

is eſe 41x71, 2 Their gifts appeare tobe di- ! t Tin.z.6 

is fers, 1 (o7.12,%. 3 The 'Paffor is com- Number, 

e- [handedto rake one courſe in Teaching, 74: 5% . , 

the Door another, Row. 12.47 8, 4 This'a8s r5. | 
Y' ſtinguiſtting of them makes more. for N22? 16: 


agg, | k Deut. 1.1.136 
S, |uilding of the Churchy then to unite and & 8, 


Exod. 39.42: 
ſt |make ther one. the Þ 9. 
0+{. 37 Thie third Officers, ate + Governors, G")-2-45- 


Col. 4.16.17; 
of lom.12.9, 1 Cor.11416:X 14-33: Afti20. 1 Pet. 5:1 Heb. 5:4. 4 


oſs 2 —_ 
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or Fuling Elders ; Theſe men muſt be of pl; 
life likewiſe unreproveable, ſober, gentle, |y; 
loving, temperate ; Governing their owne |(þ 
Families orderly : They mult bee men of {yj 
wiſdome, knowledge, and ſound judge- |} 
ment, able rodiſcerne between cauſe and | oo 
cauſe, berweene plea and plea, and accor- |;nc 
dingly to prevent and redreile evils. Their 
eſpecial care mult be to {ce the Ordinances 
of God reuly raught & practiſed, as wel by [hee 
the officers in doing their dutics upright» [gr 
ly,as to ſce the people obey willingly and yp 
readily : lt is their duty to (ee the congre= hhe: 
gation holily and quietly ordered, and no |{f x 
way diſturbed by the contentious and dif. yy , 
obedient, froward & obſtinate : not taking |ice, 
away the liberty of the leaſt, but upholding [Fur 
the right of all, wiſely judging of crimes and þf | 
circumſtances. They mult bee ready aſl» fer 
ſtantsto the Paſtor and Teacher, helpiog þ c, 
ro beare their burden, but not intruding in- [may 
ro their Office, 4 

38 ltisneceſlary thar theſe Officersbe |ned 
perpetually reſident upon their charge. hr 
For, 1 AMiniſtec is a Shephcard,and his kjth 
charge a Flock ; now a Shepheard hatha |am 
Flock to feed ir continually. 2 Where= 4g, 
ſoever God placeih a man, there is dayly tend 
ncede of hislabour and care. 3 The uu i, 

plc 
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ple are in danger of harme if rhey bee not 
watched over day and night, 4 The 
e Church requireth an Officers reſidencie 
{with her, as a duty of him. 5 If they doe 
= [otherwiſe,they cannot give theic people a 
d |oood example, neither will there be love 
* [and familiaritie betweene them. 
c | 39 Deacons muſtbe 4 menofhoneſt re- 7485 5: 3. 
5 |noct,indued with the holy Ghoſt;they muſt Rom, 12. 8. 
) |bee grave, temperate, not given to exceſle, 
* nor ro filthy lucre : Faithfully ought they 
d |togather and colle&,by the Ordinance of 
= the Church, the goods and benevolence 
0 |of the Faithfull, and by the ſame direCti- 
«on, diligently 8 truſtily ro diſtribute them 
ys kccordingto the neceſſitie of the Saints. 
$ Further, they muſt inquire and confider 
d bfthe portion and wants both of the Of- 
l- fcers and orher poore , and accotding- 
$ th relate ro the Church, that proviſion 
l- [may be made, oth | | 
40 That the Deacons Office is not to 
de Ineddle with the Word and Sacraments, 
© þut only to collect the benevolence of the 
1s kithfull , and faithfully ro diſtribute the 
12 ſame: is cleare by theſe reaſons. 1 It is an 
= 1Apoſtolical inſtitation,that theſe ſhould at- 
ly tend upon the proviſion for the poore, At 
0*$,2, 2 The Scripture maketh jt an ordina- 
lc | B 3 ric 


on i | 


fy 


= t1-Tim. Fo 
9.10, 
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ric and diſtin&t Office from others in the | 


Church, and not to be mingled wirh a 
other, Row. 1248, 3 No mancan in ay 
tollerable meaſure diſcharge the Office of 
a Miniſter and a Deacon alto, «tt; 6. 2, 
4 The Miniſterics of the Word ace per- 
fect without it. | 

41 This Office was inſtituted, 1 Tha 
the Faithfull might be the more free fron 
fearc, and follow theic owne callings dilj 
gently. 2 That the Chuch might bee the 


more enriched with heavenly & Spirituall| ta 


bleflings, for ſhe receives grace and gifts, 
for the diſcharge of each calling, 3 To 
ſtirre men up to help rhe poore the more 
willingly, conſidering that the Lord hath 
appointed a ſpecial office for that purpole, 
4 That there ſhould bee no complaint, 
but rhar all the poore might be comforted 
pardaſt chels poverties and wants. Laſt 
y » to ſhew that as God hath- created 
Soule ang Budy , ſo hee takes care fot 
both, 
> 42 The Widowes 4 or Deaconeſſes mult 


Women of 6o yeares of age atthe leaſt 
For avoiding of inconveniences : they 
muſt be well reported of for good works, 
ſuch as have nouriſhed their children, ſuch 
a5 haye beene hatbourers to ſtrangers, dili 

| _ 


th 
th 
th 
in 
th 
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gent and ſerviceable to the Saints, com- 


paſſionate and helpefull ro them in adver- 


litie, given to every good worke, continu- 
ing in ſupplication and praier day and 
night : They muſt miniſter ro the licke, 


.| lame, weary, and diſeaſed, ſuch helpefull 


comforts as they need, by watching, ten- 
ding and helping them, Fo 

Further, they mult ſhew good example 
to the yong women, in ſober, modeſt, and 
godly converſation, avoiding idlencs,vaine _ 
talke, and light behaviour ..: _- | 

43 Thele are the neceſlary and: onely 


ordinary Functions, and's Offices, which , ; cor.r2,13 


our Saviour hath ordained in his Church, NMNm-12-3.9. 
Epheſ,q.8.1t 


unto the due adminiſtration-whereof: hee :z.11. 


hath promiſed his-blefling to the end of 
the world. Andtheſc ate perpetuall and to 
continue for ever, andbelide theſe it. is un- 
lawfull for men (following the deviſes of 
theic owne braine) ;to inſtitute or ordaine 
any in the Churches of God, i +7, 

44 Theſe Ofhces,though they be divers 
and teverall, yer are theynot ſevered, leaſt 


there ſhould be a diviſion inthe bodyza bus , Luk.g. 46. 
they are 48 members of the body, having +7; 

the ſame care one of another, joimly doe- 9 EI 
h{ ing hcic ſeverall duties to the ſervice of :5:2% 
lj] the Saints: ncither can any of thele Offices 642 tg 
| B £4 bee 


24 Certain#Poſitions, concerning 
bee wanting withour grievous laments and 
apparant deformity of the body, yea, vio. 
lent injury to the head Chriſt Jeſus. 
"45 As every. Chriltian Congregation 
hath power and commandement to ele& 
and ordaine-their owne Miniſters, accor- 
ding to the rule in Gods word preſcribed: 
So rightand power to practice all other 
Ordinances of the Lord ; and namely, to , 
6 Mat, 18: 17+ þ cur oft any member from the body: pro- 
*'Cor 5.4.5. vided, that hvly oder of procecdiog beo 
Fea mew ; kept, which Chriſt in his Will and Telta- 
14-15-16.23. ment Hath left us;-: ' © 31 
. 46 Therule of Chriſt for excommuni- 
; cation is thus: If the faulr be private, holy 
- and loving ad monirion & repcoof js to be 
uſcd; with. aninward delice & earneſt care 
to winne their brother : Bur if. he will nor 
heare, yet totakertwo or three other bre- 
thren with himz:: whom. he knoweth moſt 
meet for 'tharputpoſe'; that by che mouth 
of two or three withetles,cvery word may 
be corhrmed: Andif he refuſe ro heare 
them, then to declare the matter ro: the 
- , Church, which ought ſeverally.8&: ſharply 
to reprehend, gravely ro admonitſh;andlo- 
, vingly ro periwade. the party offending: 
ſhewivg him theheinouſnes of his offece; 
and the danger of his obſtinacie, and the 
23'4 | fcarefull 


© 


-- _ —S wah 2 Wn ak as cmacckk Vw w Xa a >&&c&X mw =«+4 
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fearefull judgements of the Lord, Lev.19, 


17.13, Mate 18.15,Dent. 19.1 5. e Math. 
18.16, ) 

47 All this notwithſtanfivg the Church 
Is pot to hold him as an engmie, but to ad- 
moniſh him and pray for him as a Brother z 
proving ifat any time the Lord will give 
him repentance. For this power is not gi- 
ven them to the deſtruction of any, but ro 
the edification of all, 2 T heſ. 3.15.2 (or, 
10, 8.07 13, 10. 

48 If this prevaile not: to draw him tro 
repentance, then are they inthe Name and 
power of the Lord Jesus, with the 
whole Congregation, reverently in praier 
to proceed to excommunication , that is, 
untothecaſting him out of their Congre- 
gation and fellowſhip , covenant and pro- 
tection of the Lord , for his diſobedience 
and obſtinacie; and committing him to Sa» 
than, for the deſtruction of the fleſh, rhar 
the ſpiric may bee ſayed in the day of the 
Lord jeſus , if {uch bee his good will and 
pleaſure, 2atth. 18.17. 1 Cor. 5-11, 

- 49 If theoffence be publike, the por- 
tie is publikcly ro be reproved, and admo- 
niſhed : if he then repent nor, to proceed 
ro excommunitation, as aforeſaid. 1 Tim. 
5.20. Gal. 2,14+ foſ,7+19- 2 (07.79. 

R 5o Fur- 


Math.19.17- 
3 Cor,1 7+ 


i 
26 Certaine Poſitions,concerning 

5o Further,they are to warn the whole 
congregation, and all other þelcevers ro 
hold him as a Heatben'and Publicane, and to © 
withdraw themſelves from him, from all 
{pirituall communion, and civill familiari- 
tie, ſo farre as may bee without the viola» 
tion okany naturall or civill bond, 

51 That obſtinate ſinners, after due 


. conviCtion and patience, muſt be cenſured 


« Matith,18. 
$ 1 Cor. F- 


e Hag- 2-13+ 


ec 1 Cor.$s.9. 
2 Theſ 2+ 1 4- 
2 Cor.s., 


eRevei. 1 44 
I 5» 
F Aeb,12,15. 


£ Math.5.16 


. Grrek.3z6, 
ZO. 2Zs» 


yDzut.17,12- 
13» 


appeareth , 1 By the commandement of 
Chriſt, a and praQticeof the Apoltolicall 
b Churches. 2 That the worſhip and 
ſervice of God c may be kept and preſer- 
ved from pollution, contewptand propha- 
nation, 3 That the ſinner may ſee his 
fault, be humbled &d for it, and ſo ſaved in 
the day of the Lord. 4 That the honour 

and good name of the Church may be pre. | 
ſerved, the which would bee loſt e if vile 
perſons were ſuffered therein, 5 To pre- 
yent the infection f of others, 6 Thatby 
the zeale, and holinelle of the Church, they 
without g may be gained to the Goſpell, 
7 Toglorifie Gods great name, which is 
much impeached h by the unholy walk- 
ivg of thoſe which profelle his truth. 
$ That others may feare, « for if this 
coutſe bee omitted, it may bee a meancs tO 
embolden many to doe the like, "RY 


” \ end nnd. & ih. nd 
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52 The repentance of the partie mult 
be proportionableto the offence, viz. 1fthe 
offence be publike, publike: If private, 
private: Humbled, ſubmiſſive, ſorrow full, 
unfcigned,giving glotieto the Lord, Levir. 
19.17,18,Prov.10.12. Rom. x2+ 19. and 
13,10, and 14. 1, 


53 There muſt great care be had of ad- 


monitions, that they bee not captious or 
curious; findivg fault whete none is ; nei- 
ther yet in birterneſſe or reproch: For that 
were to deſtroy and nat to ſave our bro- 
ther: Bur they muſt bee carefully done , 
with prajer going before, they mult bee 
ſeaſoned with truth , gravitie » love and 
peace, Matth. 18. 1. and 26. $. Gal. 6, 
I» 2+ 2 Tim, 2.24, Mark. 9. 5o. Ephel. 
4429. Jam, 5,15. 19, 20» : 
. .$4 Moreover, the Scripture ſheyyes 
vs, that diſcreet, faithfull, and men able ro 


ſpeake unto edification , exhortation and* 


comfort, (though nor yet in office of mi- 
niſtery) may open and apply the Scriptures 


in the Chucch; for, 1 In the Jewiſh 


Church 4 men out of office had libertie 
eithecin the Temple or Synagogue , pub- 
likelyto uſe their gifts. 2 In the time of 


« Luk,2. 43; | 


464 47+ 


and chap, 4. | 


16. 1”, I3. 
AQ, 8. 4, & 


Chap. x1, 19. 20, 21. and chap. 1+ 3. 14+ t 5. 1d chap. 18, 24+ 25s 


the 


| 
| 


28 Certaine Poſitions, concerning 


3482.15.13. the Apoſtles b and primitive Churches 
24nd cap=iÞ men ſo preached, and the Lord himſclfe 


24-25- \ 
approved it , and that without any ex- 


ception or prohibition to the contrarie. 
e Luk 9.1.& 3 Chtiſt commanded «c this thing : and fo 
ap.r9-1- didhis Apoſtles d afterward. 4 The pro- 


ARom.12.9., © vers f . 
x Pet-4.ro- hibiting of women e ( not extraordinarie 


3 Cor.14. 34, inſpired ) ro ſpeak in the Church : cleare- 


35 ly imports a libertie therein given unto 
#1 Tim, 2,11 £ 
_. men their husbands and others, 5 Other. 


- _ wiſe it would follow, cicher that the peo- 
F Pro. 29.18, ple ſhould bee untaught , f Or that now 


"910-17: ( after the generall apoſtaſie of Anti-chrilt) 


Row.14.6,7, g there might be lawfull Paſtors and Mini- 


Thel. 2.4. 
gas \.& ters had , before there were a Church to 
14. 12: chuſc them, ora flocke for them ro watch 


þ Prov. 9. 3. ET . . 
2 "ray aſe over 3 of that unlawfull miniſteries þ might 


= £1126 berctained and execured, for bringing men 
ts 1. to the knowledge and obedience of the 
— Goſpell: all which are againſt the word of 
It. God. Laſtly, much good comes by this 
meanes3z as, 1 thegloric of God, inthe 

1: Theſ.;.rg, Manifeſtation s of his manifold graces, 
CES = Thar the gifts in men be not quenched, 
3 Forthe fitting andtiying of men for the 
miniſtery. 4 For the prelerving pure of 

the dotrine of the Church; which is more 

indanger, if ſome one or two alone onely 

be heard and ſpeake. 5 For _ 

ſati(- 
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ſatisfying of doubts if any atiſe. 6 For the 

edifying of the Church and converſion of 

others. | | 

55 As Chriſt ( our Heavenly Prophet ) 

hath ſet forth unto us in the New Teſta- 

ment the manner and forme of the gather- 

ig and Conſtitution of the viſible Church: 

Sv he requires every faithfull Chriſtian, ro 

make himſelfe a member of ſome particu- 

lar Congregation,and there to preſenttheic 

bodies and ſoulcs, and to bring the gifts 

which God hath given them. Our reatons 

aretheſe: 1 Otherwile they are not to be 

admitred unto the holy Sacraments, @ the , yah. 26. 

ſeales of Gods Covenant: For theſe ought 26- 29- and 

not to bee adminiſtred unto any , except pena 

they be added unto ſome viſible Church : $00 _— 

unto which this publike ordinances and boo > 46 

miniſtery doth appertaine, Becauſe of the ©*%*'7+ 

preſence of God 6 and Chriſt : If we will 5 Rev. 1.13. 

come to God, we mult come to that place Plbes, . hs 

where his preſence is io a ſpeciall manner, 

and where he is to be found of all ſuch as 

ſeck him with their whole heart, 3 c How < Pf. 119.6. 
clic have wee reſpett to all the comman- Ms phy 

| dements, 4 Thar the Saints may mu- 

tually edific each other , d and this fol- 6 es 

lowes upon their joining together in the ay” cap pegt 

fcllowſhip of the Goſpell. 5 To conſider, 


c£ Or 


30 Certaine Poſitions, concerning 
+» r Thel,;. & or obſerve our Brethren as wee ought, 


”_ 
_— 10. Unto a ſtreight walking when they goe 


_ = aſtray. 6 Becaule of Gods Covenant f and 
Efa.60.15, promiſe : For thoſe which are in the 


—_—_ Church, ate direaly (as it were) joined 


to his bleſſings and graces, the which are 
powred forth there abundantly. 56 Such 
as join themſclves unto ere yiſible (hurches 
2 r Cor. 14, Ought firſt ro goe unto the g Elders, that 
uit, by them their cauſe may be propounded to- 


the whole Congregation: afterward, they 
are ro come into the publike aflcmbly, and 
þ AR 19.18. there make confeſſion þh 'of their faith 
Rom-15-9- openly, and promile to walke 1 the obe- 
P.18.459. dience of Chriſt: and thus becing found 
worthie, by the conſent of the whole 
Church, they are joyfully ro be received in- 

to the holy communion of Saints, 
57 As everie cſtabliſhed Church, hath 
power and libeitie to chuſe their owne 
Spicituall and Ecclefiaſticall Officers : So 
be it obſerved, that theſe Officers are tied 
» A2-25, 28, unto that ovely Congregation * of which 
z CX-7-17- they are members, and by which they were 
elected imo Office, and ought not to bears 
any Ecclcliaſtical office in another,neither 
canthey adminiſter the holy things of God, 


as Officers , and by vertuc of a miniſteriall 
calling 


watch over them, and {ceke to reduce them; © 


F 
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calling any where, but in their own Con- 
gregation; No, More then a A4ajor or 
Bailiffe can execute civill juſtice out of the 
limits and bounds of their owne priviledg- 
cd Corporation. 

F8 lr js ſure, that Chriſt Jeſus hath 
not ſubjefted any Church or Congrega- 
tion of his, to any other ſuperiour Ecclefi- 
aſticall juriſdiion, then unto that which 


is within it felfe: a ſo that if a whole, _ 


Church or Congregation ſhall crre in any Mart. 4. , 


matrer of faith or religis, no other Church ny comgafly of 
or Church» officers, have (by any warrant 


; fromthe word of God) power to cenlure, 


uniſh, or controll the ſame, bur are one- 
hve adviſe them : and fo toleave their 
{oules to the immediate iudgement of 
Chriſt. | 

59 Ir is the dutie of everic Chriſtian 
Congregation to be carcfull, that no infant 
be admirtred unto Baptiſme, b whole pa- #42. 2, 38, 
rents ( one at lealt ) are not members of 72: 4 16: 
ſome particular Church, For, 1 If they Matth. 28.19 
doe, b by this meanes Gods name is taken nana 
in vaine. 2 The holy Sacrament propha- '2: 
ned, c 3 The Church of God Ncfled, _ DIY 
d 4 The Miniſter a covenant-breaker, —_— of 


Exod. 20, 
e Mal.1. 7.12» Heb. 10,29. & Hag: 2.1 4.15+ £2*ch.4 4-7. 


e 5 There 


| 
| 

y 
| 
» 

F 


eMal.2.8, 


= AR, 4+ 19. 
20» « . 
Daniel. 6. 9. 


Tt 0. 
Macth. 10.25, 
Rey.2, Zo cap, 


32 Certaine Poſitions, & c. 


e 5 There js 00. preceprt nor. exatple'in | 
the Scripture; for ic. 6 Such; a praRtice | 


hindereth ,many. parents from embracing 
the way and- order. of the Goſpell, and 


cauſech them to live and die kbertines. 


7 Ir indyceth ignorant peopl:, ro conceive 
ſuch an abſolute neceſſitic of Baptiſme, as 
that men cannot be laved withour it, 

58 All Chriſtians ate bound ro prattice 
Gods ordivances for his viſible Church un+ 
der the Golpell » alchough. the Magiſtrate 
4. allow not thereof, yea forbid them upon 
paine of death: For as the approbation of 
men and Angels, makes not the: waies of 


God, and workes of religion never a whit 
the moxe lawfull, but onely, the more free. | 


from budily danger : ſo neither can their 
diſallowance make unlawfall ſuch duties 
of Religion as the word of God appro- 


| veth; nor canthey give diſpenſation roa 


perſon, to forbeare the practice thereof. 


T here is more of this ſuljef ſhortly to be 
publiſhed, \ 


x Page 3.line 10, for Divine ſctvict, reads 
Divine worſhip. £2 | 
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Che natute of a true Church 


is fo phainely deſcribed, as all- 
ROS diſcerne the ſame* | | 


Certame Poſitions, (oncerning 
, : Miko F; Fats 
:.- 4 true viſible CHyYRcCn, 


AN 4 

IF (harch,through cuſtome 
mes of (pecch,, is commonly 
NY uſed for, the 7 emple, or 
2 place y where people 
7 come together, fo 


f God #, but they:;rhat are any 


thing exerciſed in Religion, know, that it. 


alſo lignifiech the People w hich gather to- 


gether for divine ſervice, ,and this is the | 


liſt and proper meaning: of the word 
Church, as it is uſed ro exprefle the otigie. 


nall Scripture termes, Kabal & Eccleſia, *, > 


+225 His. our- Evgliſh word _ 
r the. = 


sY 4 
6h . US, 


A $43 
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© 
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"= 4 
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4  Certaine Poſitions, concerning 
2 This name Charch, wee Engliſhmen 
(which came of the Saxons) have redtived 
fiom the Saxon, German, and Dutch 
names, Cyric, Kirch, Kerck,; wherby thoſe 
_ nations nowgdoe uſually call theic T emples, 
or mecting-places: bur the people which 
come togerher in them, they call the Ge. 
meine, and the Gemeinte, that is to ſay , the 
Communia'ty ; and we in our firſt Evgliſh 
Bibles, called it the Congregation. | 
3 As all Rcligion is learned our of ho- 
ly Scriptures, ſo the name and doctrine of 
the Chuch,/i$ from thence to be deduced ; 
| __ andthere the (harch is called in Hebrew - 
$ Dour. 5.22. A Kahal, Or b Kebillah, which bgnifieth, 
* Deut- 33-4: 4. Convocation, or Aſſembly of people, and 
\ Exod. 16-1« c Gredah, that js to (ay, a (angregation : if 
Mar.r6.as. Grecke it-is named a Ectlefpa, that is in 
as 7.389 like maner a{oxvocation, or people called 
Iam. 2.2. forth to anaffetnbly ; and fometime e Sy- 
be che nagoguethat isa (congregation: which word 
Ad Teſtament js al{o uſed for the f place wherein the 
Fen, Deur.5, ; 
2. Exod. 16, PCOple allewbled, © | 7 
| "AM _ 4 The Hebrew word Kabylis diverſly' 
as 13, 7, uſed; ſomtimes more generally for a great 
i bo *5*'* or univerſal]'mulcitude;as g of nations,and' 
gen. 48. 4. þ of peoples; ſometimes more particularly*,; 
$4. 2.6. for analſembly of one Nation,as of 5 the® 
"9 .* lraclites'; ſometimes for apait of thems! 


S / 
\ / 


. 


© more ſpeciall ſort, both by the Scriptures, 


as þ the Elders and Governours ; or ſome & ! oY 
! of the Tribes of Iſracl.aparr, ; or ſome. & MY 
w of all the/Tribes, even, » men, women * Chron. x 
and children : and indifferently for any af- ! z Chro. 2 
: | 4% 

ſembly,and this not, onely of o Gods peo- 5 ? ©. 
ple, bur. of p Heathens alſo and Infidels, 20-13-25, 
F: Likewiſe the Greek word Eccleſia is £ —_ Poe 
of alargeextent and fignification; uſed for & F**2:7e2 
| . 2.22, 
ſomezime q the Church generally ; ſome- 38.4. 5.8%, 
times for a r, patticular Church or Con: 7 Huck 
gregation in a citie ; ſumetimes more par- Hcb.12:2 34 
ricularly in a 5 houſe or familie; ſome- | JECT | 
times (in the Greck verſion of the old Te- « Cor.16. 
ſtament ) for an aſlcmblie £ of Gover- a. 
nours, or company # of Prophets,or Con- 3, &c.* i 
8 1 $4.19,2 


eregation of the x people : and finally, for « pw. 5 


y any aſſembly lawfull or unlawfull, of FE 


good men or of z evill. Ads 19. 


. *4 39e 41. | 
6 Theſe words thus generall ; are in a  / 


and by uſe of ſpeech among all religious 1) 
people, reſtrained and applied to ſuch Aſc; - 
ſemblies and Congregations, as are called 
and gathered for diyine exerciſes :"and; 
ſo our Evgliſh name of Church is attribured 
peculiarly ro ſpiritual! or religious Alſem- 
blics, called Eccleſiaſtical, and not to any 
other Aſſemblies Civill or Politicall, 

7 QF, Religious,or Ecclefiaſticall Af. 


amne'Pohtion Sronerrning 


ſerablies Ny conſidered, there re 
many forts-in the world, all diſallowed of 
God, fave one ſort onely which hee acs 
knowledged to bee his, and hath {eparas 
ted ro himſclfe from all-the teſt;-: 
| -8 The manyfalſe ſorts may be reduced 
| unto foure : '1'The Aﬀembliesof 'Pagaris, 
'or Heathen people, hich profelle ' ſome 
g9d, gods, or goddeſſes, whom they doe 
om.r.25, worſhip jgnorantly, havivg 4 changed the 
truth of God into a lic, and ſo 'lerving 
creatures, not (in deed) the Creator, 
| which is bleſſed for ever, Amen, 2 The 
li Ailſemblies' of Fewwes , who 'profeſſe the 
rene God ( after a fort ) and allow. the 
; writings of AZoſes and the Prophets, bur 
| abhorre Chriſt Jeſus our Sayiour, and 
? reject the new Teſtament, 3 The Al-' 
; {emblies of « Mahomerifls , as Perſians, 
Turkes, Moores,&c, Which profefſc alſo 
Ikoran. aftec their manner,that 6 one true God of 
whom 1Zofes and the Prophets wrote, and 
ackowledge c Chrift to be a Propher ſent 


oat 4. 


fe: & 44 of God, yea and the breath or ſpiric of 
&oar, 12, God, yet beleeve they not that he is 4 God, 

ot the e Sonne of God, or Saviour of the 
world, but follow the lies and fables of 
their falſe Prophet Mabomer. 4 'Final- © - 
ly, the Chyrch or Allcmblies of faſeChri- 7. 


bo.19.20 


a tYe'DI/1DIE CANTER IS IR " "FRETER 
flians, which profeſſe God, nd his f Cork , 16.2 498 
Chriſt, into whoſe Name "they are Bapti- 
ſed ; but by their works doe deny him,and / 
by their errors and hereſies, 40 overthrow EY: 
thetcuth of Religion, 
9 Thefirſtthree ſorts, Pagans, fewes, 
and Mabometifts, becauſe of their ſo open 
and manifeſt deniall of Chriſt and falvari- | 
on by him , are generally of Chriſtiansre- '' © | 
pured a66 (2 hurches ; the lattet are repu- 
redno true but falſe (hurches, -and fo alſo 
doe they eſteeme- of true Chriſtians, and - 
one of another. Hereupon is continuall . 
controverſie between true and falſe Chri- 
ſtians, which is the true Church, and how -: 
it may be knowne. i 
10 Tohelpe theweake We] doubrfult - : 
 inthis caſe, I will ſotruly and plainely, as 
bythe grace of God I can,deſcribe the true 
"Church, which in holy Scriptures is cal- R 
led, the f Congregation and ( hurch of God, | xchz iff 
conliſting of godly and holy people na- :_ li 
med g Saints; oppoſed to the wicked or Þ,y, --_ 
I: malignant Charches, the 5 Synagogues of 149: 3 Bl 
Satan, # Reg, 
11 Thetrue Church is apeople k cal- £ ne | 
led of God by 1 the Goſpell, mw from the ; m "oat is 
world, untothe » Communion or fellow- kph! | 


ſhip of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, in whom ey. 


P 


Ab Sadie 


CENA Faoſttions, concerning 


'] Lo; Are 0 coupled and built together, to bethe,, 
: habitation of God by rhe {pirir. | 
I2 The Church is ſaid co be a people, 
| Pete2-9- p nation, Or generation, becauſe it confiſterh 
of many Ss Oh of a multitude lictle or, 
| great : forthough a particular Chriſtian is 
| called, and of rhe Church; yer no one man. 
Rn church or congregation, 
eſ.4. 1 13 Itis @people called; q becauſe ever 
9-15» 4, 
| concoutſe or aſftembly is nor atrueChurch: 
[ none of- themſelves can come' unto this 
|tow. 9. x. Eſtate , unlcſſe they be r called , or drawne 
[38 thereunto : and they are faid tobe called 
- w#Y of God ; becauſe hee s onely calleth and 
— SINEY > hin" men unto Chriſt with a e holy 
| calling ; : and addeth them « to his Church; 


| /C 0. 30+ 
40 12. 
+ 8.30. todoe it, 


f>-Theſ. 2. 14 The Goſpel z noted to bee the” 
| meanes of our calling, he maketh knowne 
|} Cor. 5. unto bis people outwardly by his 4 word 
ja, Jr b ſpoken and c written, and inwardly by 

\b-10-5r. d his holy ſpicit : andthus the Church are 
Jeb-9.20. .1] « the taught of God, 


Wo oO. 
Li 4h I 5 Theeſtate out of which the Church 


. iscalled, is ſaid to be out of or from the_ 
þ. 15.19. f world; whereby is meant;firſtSatanthe 
ou g Prince of this world, from whoſe power 

{Þ- 26-15 they are 4 turned unto God ; Secondly,the - +4... 


) / 


9 8.4. \ 


x no humane power or authoricie is able . 


| 


| 


true viſible Charch. "9 
wicked people of the world, called the | 
3 children of the Devill, from whoſe:com- # Joh: 3+ 
munion and fellowſhip & in their religion z exo.34.t 
and all other wicked actions, ye mutt be —_— 
ſeparated;:thirdly,the cotruprion of nature Eph. - 
in our ſelves, the luſt of the fleſh, the Juſt * ©: 6+1 
of the eyes,and the pride of life, / all which! Job. 2-1 
are of the yyorld, and which wee mult = Rom.7. 
m hate, and # crucifie,and ſo turne and be. Jag 24: | 
come 0 likelitle chitdren,even born again, « Mar. 18. 
that we may ſce the kingdome of God, * 93:46 
; 16 Theeſtatewhereunto God calleth 
his Church inthislife, is generally 9 70 the 
(ommunion( or fellowſhip) of hw ſon Jeſs 
Chriſt, as being their onely mediatour and 
Saviourzthe Prophet, Pricſt and King of the 
Church; which they belecving and pro- 
feſling, are allo made partakers ( ina pro- 
portionandin their meaſure)ofthelethree 
offices with him. | 

17 Jeſus Chriſt is the 7 Prophet raifed - Dev. 18K 

up of Gad unto his people, ro teach them 165998 i 
all that God commanded him : which alto 1 
he did, both by s himſelfe, and by the Mini- + 2 
ſtery of his ſervants : ſent of him. And as + Jch.r 3. 
# all the treaſures of willome and know -, 
| I-dge are hid in him, fo him the Church | 
' mult x heare, for all y heavenly wiſdome Math 17 
and knowledge is ro be learned of him;and? 193.0 


2 1 Cor.1 «i 


Col. 2.3 | 


VW_—  - — 


+ £1 w_% 
: « 


errarne Foſttionss concerning 


| 


every perſon which ſhall not hear this Pro- 
[AQ.3.23.. pher , & ſhall bee, deſtroied our. of the 
people. 

13 This Propheticall office of Chriſt , 
he hath communicated with the church; by 
y 147-19+ oviying 4 to the {ame his word for their in» 
mM {tration and comfort, and b-grefting the 
| famer +, fame within them. | His ſpirit alſo as an 
| Joh-z. c Anointivg,to teach them all things;giving 
We27.. 4.8, 4 giftsalſo or miniſters, to open and apply 
l the ſame unto their ſoules, likewiſe power 
jor, '*  andfreedome bye witnes f profeſſion and 

[17238 1%  g pradtice, to h hold forth that- word of 
mg 2" life as lights in the world:therby tos preach 
unto others the faith of Chriſt;to.þ, edifie 
and build up one another daily therein; to 
*.3: { provoke untoloye and to good orks;to 
j[ 3b. : 0.24+ 73 admoniſh and # reprehend for evill and 
\ _ 7 iniquity; to o forgive and p comfort one 
[88 3- another in the bowels of Chriſt ; whoſe 
; + word thereforeall oughr ro labour thar it 
(A. .16, May 9 dwcll plenteouſly 1 in them ; thar if 
| any man fpeake, it may be as the y words 
. of God. 

b 19 ſcl{usthe Sonne of God, is alſo the 
by 4 14. s great +1gh Prieft orc Sacrificer of the 
[ym 5. 19. Church; by whoſe obedience,and ſacrifice 
þ b. 19.5- oroblation of r his own body and blood, 


il.2. 16. 


ks 
F Pet. 4.1 1+ 


&1 Joh. 1-7: the Church i is cleanſed « from all ſin, and} : 


- a K. 


nr 


"M.. Mts ht So, 8 _— 


imparted to his Chucch, as they have. nor 


< + - 
EE EC 2 ESR 


> 


0. Frue: vitble Churths. © | 

x reconciled to.God; by whole interceſ-; x Roms, 1 
fion the Church, with the holy ations and, .. 

ublations of the ſame, are .y: accepred of JHeb. A 

God, and made heires of bleſſivg, afid r 3415. 

20- And this his Pricſtly office, isſo HI 


onely intereſt in his z death. and ſufferings! e 16.; ;55. 
whereby they are reconciled to:God, bur $95: Bi 
allo are themſelves made a a holy prieſthcod,.s : Fete 2. 
ro offer up ſpicituall {acrifices acceptable to: 
God by him:'giving up 6 their own bodies ; row, 12. 
a living ſacrifice; o mortifying their mem- , Go. Y | 
bers which are on: carth, and d crucifying «Gal.5,z 
the fleſh with the affetions and luſts , offe- | 
ring up e conttire/and broken hearts , with * P57: i 
f-ſacrifices of confeſſion to his name, and f Heb. 13.1 
praying not onely every man for himſelfe , _ 
but g one foranothet, þ doing and diſtri- 5, ty", ." 
buting to the neceſſities of the Saints, | 
5 {uffring affliction for the Goſpell; and fi- ' = Tim-2- We 
nally, if they be called thereunto, pow:ing {f/ 
our theic> foules vio hk dearth for the & neb. 12. $f 
truths ſake,” | | 2 a | 
21 The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is alſo the ''Þ 
[ governour and m King over Sion Gods TT þ 
holy mount, and fitreth ar his Fathers righr " 
hand, and # reighethitill all his enemies be po —_— 


made his footitool, being 0 a King, judge , o ta 23. 2 
and /aw7iper to: his-peopie, p communding þ Bo 


| f2 Certaine! o/itions, concerning 
| and ruling rhem by his word and lede, 


$72; 4 judging them in juſtice and equitie, pre-: 


fl -. ferving and defending them by his pn 
[Job 10.28. y fcom all their enemies. 
17-19-11 22 Andthis his kingly office he ſo com- 
municateth with his Church,as they are by 
him preſerved and defended: from all ad-; 
verſaric power freed-fromithe dominion 
tom. 6:14." 4 Of [1n,and tyrannic of 6 Satan,from ſub- 
| Joh. '-1b jectionto c the world,and ſervitude dunro 
bo Joh. Is = .men : and reſtored ro the joyfull libertie of 
\s 7-:: thechildren of God , e the, worldand all 
Pl things in it made theirs: that howſoever 
_ = they have till ro f combate with the de- 
Pph. 6. 1:, Vil, to g wraſtle againſt principalities and 
iz ig P2W<rs 3 to ſuffer þ hatred and afflictionof 
| - 72. the world; and to warre with the flethly. 
Pe, 2, 11. Lyſts ; which fight againſt the ſoul: yer nei-" 
Non 3. ;3 ther & death ,-norlife , nor Angels, nor. 
pcincipalitics,nor powers, nor things pres 
| ſcent, nor things ta come, nor height, nor 
'E | depth, nor any other cteature, ſhall be able. 
1 to ſepacate them from the love of God 
j which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord ; who 
er.t.6- hath | madethem Kings and Priefts unto ' 


_ - 
_— 


|| 
he 


] 
| 
| 


on the carth ; tili having ſerved here their 
im.2.12 time; they come to x rejigne with him in 
[7.24 
woe. glory in the heavens for cvere.,, 


i ets ASSES er. 


ev. 5- 0. God even his Father, and they ſhal ms reign - 


ed i. 


dented 


= RA 6 DEI aa. Mc Ts -2 


FRTIST. 


PRE CIO 


A OE OO II 


 tous'z by faith for our juſtification. 


"true vifeble Church." 13 
23 Unto-the participation of theſe 
promiſes and heavenly graces , are o all Lens 
people provoked by the Goſpell preached; "_ 
and ſuch as obey the calling of God, atd 
comeunto Chriſt, are united to him their 
head and mediator, from whom proceed- 
cth the juſtification and ſanttification of the 
Church, 

24 ſnſtification is the partaking of Chriſts = 
p juſtice or tigfteouſnefles in-his fulkiling ? PM 39-Bþ 
and obeying q the law of God , and d1l- 4 Row. 5, 
charging r all our debrs and treſpaſſes by - Job.1., 
his death ſo freeing us s from the cutle; « Gal. 3, MW 
and ſetting us in full tzyour te with Godand ,q,, ,- 
under his « bleſſing : which-righteouſnes « Gal.z. s 
of Chriſts, is fully made ours, and imputed 


« Rom. 3. 
2 5 - Sanflificatios is the -paitaking-of : I 4 
Chriſts holinieſfe ;'by being 9 grafted with 7 **** 5-1 
him co/rh6 fitvilicude of His death: and re4 | 
ſurreAid#z whereby the corruption of nas | 
ture ot '71than in us, /becommeth crus & vl-6-Yi 
cihed and a buried with /him; and the 6 new «vc. 4. 
man ot image of God is pur'on and rencyy- + Pt : 
cd daily ina holy converſaion; ' ' Col. z/ toad 
26 Hitherto of the'Chuiches union'and | 
communjon with Choi(lt her heads nuw © 
followech the union of the Churches mem= 


bers, one with another+! which is their 


) 
[ 


Ld 


"I4 Cerfaine Poſitions, concerning 


.2.2x, 6 Coupling rogether as one.,body by the 


$?=:c2.45- communion of one and the ſame d {pirir, 
| ar. . 
8.9. 11, andlove. 


78 - a7 The union of the members one with 
| \16. ** anotheris tobe conlidered generally or to- 
p 


rally ; and. patticulacly. Generally, as the 
l Church is called #»iyerſal or catholick,com- 


ph. 3.15, Prehending the 4 whole family of God in 
F brotherhood of all Chriſtians which are in 
ph» 4-5- the world;in whom there is buts one faith, 
mM Cor, 8.6, in d one and the ſame God by that one Lord 
| + Jeſus Chriſt, through one ſpirit, Thus 
| hat. 8.& have they all one Father, which is God;one 
4 - A mother, Jeruſalem, which is aboye, and by 
113 the mediation. of Chriſt are all made 
1 Joh.r7- 22 f one, baptized by one ſpirit into. g one bo» 
ly : die; and ll made ro dyinke into one ſpirit, 
h ——— .,,:2.8 More paniculazly, they,that ate caly 
' led of God, and members of, rhe ;Chuich 
, univerſal,are united and gathercdanfo ma- 
| Cor. 12.14 nie. g Churches or congregatipns, in h es 
[ ov : ra yerall cities and countries : everie of which 
', &5. 13. Churches being 4 joined rogether in- the 
<>,1225; profetſion and; practice of the.Goſpell of 


Ls 
.* 


iy 
ij 
l 

| 


| cor. 5.44 Chriſt, have bis &'power and-!/ preſence 
n or, = with them,and is toiconvene or. come mto- 


1 3.8 4,; gether inone, for the worſhip of God, and | 
|; performance of publike durics,; - 


| 


} 


|; Pet.$+9- heavenand in earth, and the b fcarernity OT 


_ confirme? , ; 23, and j 


other like Church, having feverall meet-" 


atrue viſible Church. . Ty OT 


- 29 Whatſoever promiſe or bleſling of 
God, is beſtowed on the Church on earth 
generally conſidered ;.the. ſame may beap- 
pichended aud injoied by every particular 
Church, (though not in like meaſure by 
all: ) as the q promiſesgenerall,and exam- _ = 
ples particular of the Church r in Corinth, March. 18, 


. R . Ifa.-4.5:; 
and-others mentioned in the Scripture, do , 4-1 « 


30 The Teſtamenz of Chriſt ſheweth Jo | 
us no Provinciall, Nationall, Emperiall,or 


ings or aſſemblies, and ſpeciall Paſtors over 

the ſame : neither {ince the Apoſtles, Pro- 

phecs and Eyangeliſts were taken from this . 
world, are there any other layfull Biſhops 

or Church-governours, than Biſhops or _ | 
Oycr-ſeers:s .of-the particu}ar Churches ; ? A440 
neither-ever,was there other lawfull Head, ©; 
Lord, or, Lords fpiraualt ," of the; Church, + + 


chen, 2 Jeſus Chciſt alone, - Coe " 
.31 :Untpzhe Chutch are tobe admirted, w 


and 12,5 
all unto whom-the covenant and promiſe  ...> | 
of God doth apperiain; and they are ſo ma- | 
ny 4 asthe Loxd our God ſhall call; and al} « aa. z, fi 
thoſe are called(inthe judgement of man,) I 
which having b heard ihe word of God, do 6Rom,of 
rofeſle c repentance from dead works and T 
faith in God, by Jeſus Chriſt the alone 41-ind8. 


F 16 Certaif? Poſitions, concerning 
þ-: JExod,1 9, Saviour of the world, and promiſe 4 0- 
qc hr0-34.31 D<dience to the word, thorow the holy 
ke. 119, Ghoſtthe ſanfifter'of the Ele&t. Such of 
ore  & all ſorts and eſtates of people in the 
{ich. 5.4 world, are with their f feed to bee recei- 
_— ved into, and nouriſhed in the Chutch, 
[achgedptl their ignorance being holpen by y inſtru- 
F 6.  - tion, their weakneile þ borne by lenity, 
Rom. 15-1 their faults corrected 4 with love and 
Gal, 6.1. meckneſle, and their feeble: conſciences 


pit 16: 17-4 comforted withthe promiſe of God, 


L co 32 Outof the Church, are / all ſuch ro 
at-3- 7. be kept, 2s are prophane* worldly , aid 


(Cor. 6.14. 


Wh wicked, untill they be called- of God unto 
"M repentance, and faith in his promiſe : for 
'I'E7 if, every Church rightly conſtituted, ' muſt 
! ap of conliit of fairhfull and holy perſons, Que rea- 
js Mar 1817s ſons ate theſe, x The Scriptures mr eve. 
{220 37* ry where ſo reach, 2 All wicked men are: 
| #-3-29+ forbidden-expteſlely by 4 "the" word '6f 
1 job.r 17 20. God, from medling with his Covenanr, or 
f Ordinances. 5 "They have not Chriſt for 
{12 Core14- their head, o and therefore Eanner bee of 
ll bis body. 4 The godly: and wicked are 
"i concrarics, guidedandled by different cau. 
ik ſes : now two contrariesare not capable of- 
il '* oneandthe ſame forme, 5 Onely faith- 
4 full men worſhip God acdphn pleaſe him, 


are accepted of him, and fave tight ro the 


, 
| 


+, 34 The Paſtor mult beeapr roreach, .,,,*;"Þ 


«& true Vifehle Charc 157 

$ovenant of grace and ſtales thereof. 

33 Theocdinary officers, perpetually ; 

belonging to all true Churches. Arc Pa- Gal, 5,15 

ſtors,'l eachers, Elders, Deacons, 6 Helpers, 
The eleQion and ordination of them 

muſt bee made. by the free chojſe of the: 

f I of which they are members f aass. 

& whercin they are to adminiſter. And this ! #7348 


: 7-253) 7H 
is cleare, 1 Becauſe the eApoſtles pg who 2 Cor,t. 
y 


indes the people to grea- £2 


ter love and .conſcience of, obedience of 


pf . a < x 4 4 4 © | 
Quity to cbuſe her Miniſters and ſeryants —---Þþ 
;under him, unto whom alſo.the isro give...” "SY 


wages for their lervice and labour. $i 1.1,100 | 


16 Certaih? Pefitions, concerning 
{EExod.19. Saviour of the world;, and promiſe 4 o-". 
| 5 0-3 4.gx DECIENCE TO the word, thorow the holy 
(kc. 1.19. Ghoſt the ſanRifter of the Ele. Such of 
 —"—_p_ e all ſorts and eſtates of people in the 
ich. 5.4 wotld, are with their f feed to bee recei- 
_—_— ved into, and nouriſhed in the Chutch, 
(£or, 7.24 their ignorance being holpen by g inſtru- 
=. - tion, their weakneile þ borne by lenity, 
[}Kom.1 5-1 their faulrcs corrected 5 with love and 
Mt Ga,6.1. meckneſſe, and their feeble conſciences 
e757: þ comforted withthe promiſe of God. 
i ©” 32 Ourof the Churchare / all ſuch to 
W's. 7. be kept, 25 are prophane\, worldly, atzd 
ft; wicked, untill they be called of God unto 
C 44 27. Tepentance, and faith in his promiſe : for 
q > 2+757, every Church rightly conltituted, muſt 
'o ne conliit of farthfull and holy perſons, Que rea- 
| Mare18-1 7% ſons ate theſe, x The Scriptures m Ceve- 
1" ry where ſo teach, 2 All wicked men are 
L 1.34-10+» forbidden exptellely by » the word of 
© job.r7 26. God, from medling with his Covenant, or 


f & Ordinances. 3 They have not Chriſt for 
PY Cor.ig. their head, o and therefore eannor bee of 
= his body, 4 The godly and wicked are 
| contra ics, guided andlicd by different cau. 

( ſes : now two contraties ate not capable of 


one and he {ame forme, 5 Onely faith- 
full inen wor(hip God aright, pleale him, 
ace accepred of him, and have tight ro the 


| scleare, 1 Becauſe the eApoſtles g who 2 Cor.t. 
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| and fauthfulnes of the Miniſter, that they 


\Sovenant of grace and ſeales: thereof. 

33 The ordinary officers, perpetually 
belonging to all erae Churches. Arc Pa- Gal, 5415 
ſtors,'l eachers, Elders, Deacons, & Helpers, 

The cle&ion and ordination of them-. 
muſt bee made. by the free choiſe of the 
f — of which they are members f Aazs. « 


& wherein they are to adminiſter, And this 1*:1 3X 


* \ 


onely taught Chriſts commandements, ſo 24-8 
eltabliſhcd the primitive Churches, 2 The 6: 1-5: 4 
m,qF; 
people amongit whom they have beene 4. 5. "hh 
converſant can beſt judge of their hitneſle, 
both in reſpect of theic perſons and fami- 
lies. 3 Itfucthereth much the diligence 


whoſc Miniſter hee is, have freely choſen. 
him, as unto whom, under Chriſt, they 
comit the molt precious treaſure of their 
ſoule: os allo ir bindes the | pr to grea- 
ter love and conſcience of obedience of 
him and his Miniſtery, whom themſelves 
have _ choice of! 4 The Chucch be- 
ing a moſt free corporation, ſ(pirituall 

a Chrilt the Lodd.in in all "penn ad 
guity to chule her Miniſters and ſervants 
under him, unto whom allo,the is ro give 
wages for theit ſervice and labpur. 

34 The Paiter mult bec apt torcach, 


